Exhibit - Epsilon 


U.S. Supreme Court Decisions 
That Determine “What Is a State?” 


The U.S. Supreme Court confirmed this conclusion when it held the following: 


Both before and after the time when the Dictionary Act and §1983 were passed, the 
phrase “bodies politic and corporate” was understood to include the 
[governments of the] States. See, e.g., J. Bouvier, 1 A Law Dictionary Adapted to 
the Constitution and Laws of the United States of America 185 (11th ed. 1866); W. 
Shumaker & G. Longsdorf, Cyclopedic Dictionary of Law 104 (1901); Chisholm 
verses Georgia, 2 U.S. (2 Dall.) 419, 447, I L.Ed. 440 (1793) (Iredell, J.); id., at 
468 (Cushing, J.); Cotton verses United States, 52 U.S. (11 How.) 229, 231, 13 
L.Ed. 675 (1851) (“Every sovereign State is of necessity a body politic, or 
artificial person”); Poindexter verses Greenhow, //4 U.S. 270, 288, 5 S.Ct. 903, 
29 L.Ed. 185 (1885); McPherson verses Blacker, 146 U.S. 1, 24, 13 S.Ct. 3, 6, 36 
L.Ed. 869 (1892); Heim verses McCall, 239 U.S. 175, 188, 36 S.Ct. 78, 82, 60 
L.Ed. 206 (1915). See also United States verses Maurice, 2 Brock. 96, 109, 26 
F.Cas. 1211 (CC Va.1823) (Marshall, C.J.) (“The United States is a government, 
and, consequently, a body politic and corporate”); Van Brocklin verses 
Tennessee, 1/7 U.S. 151, 154, 6 S.Ct. 670, 672, 29 L.Ed. 845 (1886) (same). 
Indeed, the very legislators who passed $1 referred to States in these terms. See, 
e.g., Cong. Globe, 42d Cong., Ist Sess., 661-662 (1871) (Sen. Vickers) (“What is a 
State? Is *79 it not a body politic and corporate?”); id., at 696 (Sen. Edmunds) 


(“A State is a corporation”). 
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